DIMITAR DRAGANOV

Coins of the unknown mint of Apros in Thrace

Some years ago, | had the opportunity to study a rare
bronze coin in the possession of a private collector.

Obv. Apollo laur, r.

Rev. Oval Celtic shield with central rib. ATTPH-NQN
reading inwards; at the end of the inscription, a lyre, r.
17 mm, 4.30 g; findspot, eastern Thrace (fig. I).

The inscription indicates without a doubt that the coin
is autonomous, i.e. struck by the civic authorities. But
no other coins with the legend AIIPHNQN are to be
found in the literature of Greek numismatics and no
city of that name is included in the list of known mints.
Subsequently, two other examples have come to light
(figs 2 and 3). So, which city produced these coins?

The city of Apros is in fact known, its name spelled in
sources and inscriptions in various ways: AIIPO (on
two vessels in the Rogozen treasure), AIIPOC
(Theopompus / Stephanus of Byzantium), AIIPQC
(Constantine Porphyrogenitus), AITPOI (Cl. Ptolemy),
AITPQN  (Procopius), APROS (Pliny the Elder),
APRI (inscription from Rome), Colonia Claudia
Aprensis (inscription from Troas)®.

The site is located in south-eastern Thrace, either at
present-day Kestridge or further west, near present-
day Kermian, both in European Turkey, above the
Thracian Chersonese, and on the route of the later Via
Egnatia’ (Map T). Apros was also linked with Thracian

Chersonese and Ainos by two other important roads.

During the time of the Thracian king Cotys ) (m.SSS-
359), Apros was a royal residence and AITPO appears
punched in dotted letters on two shallow fialai in the

Rogozen treasure (nos. 30 and 31)"

In a preserved fragment of 26" book of “History of
Philip” [Philip ], Theopompus mentions that
Antipater, (Philip IT's general and later Alexander’s stra-
tegos of Europe) was campaigning in the region of

Apros against the Thracian ruler Cersobleptes in 347/6°.

Nothing further is known in the Hellenistic age but in the
eI century AD, Apros became a Roman colony and sta-
tion on the Via Egnatia® and is shown in almost all Roman

itineraries’.

If, as seems probable, coins with the legend AITPHNQN
were struck at Apros, a new page ofhistory for both Apros
and Hellenistic Thrace has been opened.

On the two further specimens mentioned above, one (15
mm; 4.58 fos n a private collection) has been wrongly

attributed to the last Celtic ruler of Thrace, Cavarus® (fig.
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2). The other (I5/16 mm; 2.92 g) is in the Sozopol
Archaeological Museum and was found during excava-
tions at Apollonia Pontica’. On this coin a lyre counter-

mark was applied on the obverse (fig. 3).

The existence of three specimens of this rare coin type
now permits much more secure iconographic observa-
tions and comparisons to be made. There is no doubr,
that the obverse of all three coins shows Apollo laure-
ate, . A few locks of hair are seen falling on the back
of his neck, similar in style to the head of Apollo on
the second series of the coins of Antiochus II, struck
at Sardes'
the same dies but for the Apollonia specimen new dies

o

. Two of the three coins were struck with
were used.

The Apollonia specimen(ﬁg 3) is engraved in a dif-
ferent style and is clearly the work of another hand. A
round countermark with a lyre is placed on the head
of Apollo. Let us bear in mind that on the reverses of
figs. I and 2, there is a lyre symbol. It might be assu-
med that the round lyre countermark was applied in
the mint that struck the coins (Apros), but it is more
likely, that it was applied, perhaps at Apollonia itself.
Up until now, the lyre is not among the countermarks
known for Apollonia such as anchor, crayfish, ApoHo

head, star, etc."

of Apollonia.

It should be mentioned that lyre countermarks of dif-
ferent types are found on some of the bronze coins of
Antiochus discovered at Cabyle and elsewhere in east
Thrace™. In our opinion, however, these countermarks
were struck mainly in Asia Minor and are unlikely to
be connected with Apollonia, though such a possibi-

Ilty should not b€ €XC1LIC1€d.

The fact that the dies of the three Apros specimens
were made by two engravers shows, that the series was
probably not a limited one. The presence of the lyre
symbol suggests a well established mint where different
series were marked with different symbols‘ It would not
be surprising if coins with other symbols (or mono-
grams) and even further types of Apros are found.

It must be mentioned that the legend AITPHNQON is
presented in a quite unusual way. The first part
(AITPH) is found on the long side of the shield, while
the remainder (NQN) and the lyre symbol are situated
on the other long side. In order for the legend to be read
completely, the coin has to be rotated 180° to the right.

Normally, the two parts of the inscription are placed one

under the other in such way that the inscription can be
read without rotating the coin (e. ¢. KABY-AHNQN,
METAM-BPIANQN, KAAAA-TIANQN, etc.).

The Celtic shield is shown in high relief with a promi-
nent central rib and a raised comb-like protuberance in
the middle. In fact, the shield resembles the bottom of
a shallow boat, viewed from the outside. We can see that
numismatic data complements archaeological by provi-
ding a fuller picture of the oval shields used in various
modifications by Celts, Greeks and Thracians.

Some words about the dating. It is clear at first glan-
ce, that the coins are Hellenistic. The Celtic shield
used as a design on the reverse, invites a comparison
with coins, which bear the same image. A similar
shield is found on bronzes of Cavarus®. It has the
same typical oval shape but lacks the central rib.
However the central rib is present on the oval shield
shown on a tetradrachm of Cersibaulus™. It has
recently been suggested that the same type of Celtic
shield is shown on a Mesambrian bronze, but viewed
from the inside".
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COINS OF THE UNKNOWN MINT OF APROS IN THRACE

This has been dated by its latest researcher in different
articles to different periods of the 11+ century, ranging
from 250 to 210 BC, i.e. in the same broad general
dating (second half of the III" century BC) as the coi-
nage of Cavarus'. Logically, therefore, the newly des-

cribed type of Apros can be dated to a similar period.

With this broad dating, the hitherto unknown bronze
type of Apros is bound to provoke specuiation on the
reasons for its issue. Inevitably, the two big political
themes of Thrace at this period will be exploited
again: the Celtic (the state of Cavarus) and the
Seleucid (the military campaign of Antiochus II).
Although in this paper I simply seek to present a new
Thracian mint, nevertheless I would like to put for-
ward a few cautionary observations, and think it use-
ful to address in particular the use made of Celtic
shield representations on coinage to promote argu-

ments about a wider Celtic state.

The presence of Celtic shields on autonomous or
regal issues does not by any means necessarily imply
coins issued by Celts, nor does it necessarily mean
that the Celts exercised a strong political and cultural
influence over certain Thracian cities, as has Iately
being suggested in some publications”. These
authors have even seen a direct connection between
Mesambrian bronzes mentioned above (which have
on the obverse a Thracian helmet and on the reverse
a Celtic shield viewed from the inside, and are ter-
med by the authors a “Cavarus” type) and the
Cavarus bronzes themselvs which have an Apollo

head on the obverse and a Celtic shield on the rever-
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se. The conclusion was drawn that the circulation area
of the Mesambrian bronzes matched that of the ori-

ginal Cavarus bronzes'.

If this were indeed so, the Apros coins must be conside-
red as struck under the influence of Cavarus’ Celts and
their appearance would be considered as struck under
the influence of Cavarus’ Celts and their appearance
would be directly related to the Celtic presence in that
region, i. e. south-eastern Thrace. But a conclusion of
this kind can too easiiy lead to unfounded specuiation
on the Celtic state whose capital was Tylis. Such specu-
lation is mainly based on the image of the Celtic shield
which is assumed to be of indisputably Celtic character.
However, if the basis for this assumption is questioned,

the arguments are bound to fall apart.

It is simply not true that the Celtic shield was used
only by Celts. It was almost certainly just as popular
among Greeks and Thracians; furthermore, such
shields were painted on the dromos walls of the
Kazanluk Thracian tomb”. An oval shield with a cen-
tral rib is shown on the obverse of bronze coins of the
Bosporos king Leucon II (the beginning of the second
half of IIIrd century BC), struck in Panticapaion.” In
fact, in the third century BC the Celtic shield became
an entirely conventional image used on both autono-
mous and regal coinages, just as Corinthian and Attic
helmets had earlier become a universal decorative ele-
ment on many coinages including ones from Thrace.
It 1s misleading to use the image of the Celtic shield
as a crucial proof for arguments about the Celtic state
in Thrace.
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mation about this coin.
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Map 1. Thracia (Hellenistic Age)
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